Will Christianity Survive?
the natural order extends, that definition is meaning-
less. A hundred years ago radio messages would have
seemed to us to be a violation of the natural order;
but we now know that wireless communication is a
process which is operated entirely through natural
laws. As man progresses in knowledge he is able to
make use of forces which in earlier stages of his
development were beyond his reach and imagi-
nation.
The contact of a higher with a lower type of being
usually results in activities which to the lower being
are relatively miraculous. Man, for instance, con-
stantly interferes with the plant world: he can root
up a plant, carry it overseas, and place it in Australian
soil. If the plant could think, this transportation
would certainly be described as a miracle, a super-
natural disturbance of the order to which it was
accustomed. On the same principle, therefore, if
Christ was more than an ordinary man, we should
expect to find that He would be able to control and
make use offerees which are unknown to us.
It is important that we should not be tempted to
regard miracles, when we are examining their claim,
as occurrences which occupy a special department
of their own. On the Christian theory they are no
more the expression of divine activity than any
regular everyday event. The divine authorship, on
Christian principles, accounts for both.
To reject Christianity on the ground that its
alleged miracles cannot be true is really to claim a